THE NEWSLETTER OF

 THE TUNBRIDGE WELLS

CONSTITUTIONAL CLUB

ISSUE N° 184                                DECEMBER 2009

——————————————————————

SECRETARY SAYS

Your membership renewal letters will be going out in the post during next week notifying you of the subscription fees for 2010. However, I am very pleased to inform you that Committee decided not to increase subscriptions for next year. The standard rate therefore remains at £25.00 & the concessionary rate at £12.50. The Member's Party next year will be held on 30th January and full details will be posted on the notice boards after Christmas.

In with your membership renewal letter you will find an information sheet listing all the functions and events here at the Club during the Christmas festivities and the early part of next year. Do make a note of these in your diaries.

The ‘Festive Opening Hours’ are shown later in this issue, you will see that, due to the good attendance last year, the Club will again be open on Christmas Day from Midday to 3.00pm.

 

Unfortunately we have had to recently increase the price of Harveys and our wine off sales due to increases from our suppliers. More worrying though is the fact that, despite pressure being put on the Government, the rate of VAT will return to 17.5% as from 1st January. This will mean, quite obviously, that all prices will need to be increased accordingly early in the new year together with any further duty changes or supplier increases that may to be imposed around the same time. As always we will try to keep such increases to a minimum and have been pleased that we have managed to hold prices firm through the year from the beginning of March.

 

As mentioned in the last Bulletin, Mick & Jenny Coppard will be moving on early in December and to give them a good send off we will be holding a farewell party for them on Saturday 5th December. A disco and a free buffet will be laid on so please do try to come along. I am sure Mick & Jenny would like to say a personal goodbye to you that evening.

 

Since this is my last ‘Secretary Says’ before Christmas can I take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New. I look forward to seeing you all at some point during the festivities.

Lesley Simpson, Secretary.

EDITORIAL

Greetings to you all and welcome to the sixteenth Christmas publication of Bulletin. You will notice that there is no Diary as our forthcoming functions are all advertised separately and also, there is no Quiztime as a collection of Christmas posers will be published a little later in the month.

As always, I look forward to meeting you all at some time during the festive season but until then, I would like to take this opportunity to wish each one of you a very splendid Christmas.

Steve Holmwood, Editor.

ODDS & ENDS

We kick off with the result of our last quiz. Again, a good response with all of the entries submitting the required answer of ‘Poncho’ & ‘Meddle’. The first of these out of the hat to win the £10.00 was from Gwen Gritten.

______

Congratulations to Barry Wise who is our new in-house cribbage champion after beating Vernon Elvy 2:1 in the final of our recently held competition.

______

The draws for our Handicap Snooker and Billiards Competitions have taken place and the match fixture charts are displayed downstairs on the snooker notice board. Will players please note that cut-off dates exist for the various rounds of matches.

______

Please note that there is no mid-week Lunch Club this month. The next one will be held in January.

ODDS & ENDS X2

Draw sheets remain available over the bar for our Bumper Xmas Raffle. The draw takes place on 12th December so if you haven’t already done so, start purchasing your lucky squares now, you get five for £1.00 and; the more you buy the greater chance you have of winning! As mentioned before, in addition to the guaranteed cash prizes of £300.00, £200.00 & £100.00 there will be hampers, meat vouchers and many other prizes specifically chosen to be just right for Christmas.

______

Christmas Day falls on a Friday this year and, as you know, the Club will not be open during the evening. The scheduled snowball tote will therefore take place the night before which, of course, is Christmas Eve! This might well be the decisive draw as there will be five ‘snowballs’ in the drum that night. If you are unable to attend you can, as always, secure your numbers in advance 

______

We have eight more new members to announce and welcome to the Club at this time:

Ashley Beasley,

Monica Beasley,

Dawn Kirk,

Robert Kirk,

Brian Scott,

Sue Scott,

Jean Thomson,

Robert Thomson.

Our total current membership figure now stands at 760.

______

Two items of note mainly directed at new members. You are most welcome to make use of the Club’s facilities for your ‘personal celebrations’. Help can also be given in arranging the catering and entertainment should you so wish. Therefore, if you intend to celebrate a landmark birthday/anniversary or the like during 2010, do consider holding it here at the Club. For further details, please speak with the Secretary.

______

And, during this time of year we also provide an in-house postal service to enable you to express your Christmas wishes to fellow members without the expense of postage. Simply place your cards on the table in the bar adjacent to the entrance and we will attempt to pass them on for you.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN

The festive season will be soon be upon us and, as in past years, we have an excellent programme of events lined up so I hope that a great many of you will come along and enjoy these with us over the coming weeks. For any of you who have not been to functions of late, now is the time to make best use of the Club.

With the current state of the economy it is not surprising that 2009 has been another challenging year. However, our membership levels are holding up well and we continue to attract new members. At the end of the year our membership will be around 765, only a few less than last year. I am pleased to mention that in financial terms 2009 is showing a significant improvement over the previous year, in part due to the programme of cost saving measures implemented but also down to an increase in use of the Club. Let us all hope that this improved trend will continue.

As usual, I would like to thank all those who have contributed toward the running of the Club and its activities over the year. Firstly, my thanks to each and every one of our bar staff for all their efforts. As many of you will know Mick and Jenny are moving on to pastures new in Hampshire, so I would like to take this opportunity of thanking them for their loyal service over the last three years & wishing them all the best in their new venture.

My thanks to Lesley Simpson and Tony Marchant, our Secretary and Treasurer, for their dedication over the year, also, the Trustees and members of Committee for all their efforts. Over the year we have had a great many successful functions – not just Club events but also “personal celebrations”. It is so good to see members enjoying these and thanks to the Social Committee and their helpers. Particular thanks to Frank Gillespie for all his efforts orchestrating the redecoration of the Club.  We know that it is disruptive but I am sure that we will all appreciate it when it is finished. As always, thanks to Steve for producing this Bulletin.

Finally, my thanks to all of you for your continued support throughout the year. I sincerely hope that you will renew your membership and make full use of the Club in 2010, whether it be by attending Club events and functions, participating in team activities or just relaxing and having a drink or two!

I look forward to seeing many of you over the festive season and take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Martin Brewer, Chairman.

FESTIVE OPENING HOURS

Thursday 24th  

11.00am-2.30pm

6.00pm-Midnight

Friday 25th  


 Midday-3.00pm  

CLOSED

     

Saturday 26th 


 Midday-4.00pm         
CLOSED

Sunday 27th 
   




Midday-11.00pm

Monday 28th   


 Midday-3.00pm

7.00pm-11.00pm 

Tuesday 29th  


11.00am-2.30pm

6.00pm-11.00pm

Wednesday 30th 

11.00am-2.30pm

6.00pm-11.00pm


Thursday 31st 

11.00am-2.30pm

 7.00pm-1.00am

Friday 1st



 Midday-3.00pm

7.00pm-11.30pm

